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As requested by the SCEA, CH2MHILL has analyzed the  concept of connecting Wekiva Parkway to the SR 417/I-4 interchange by way of ramps along the east side of International Parkway (see the attached plot of two preliminary concept alignments).  The following are disadvantages of this concept:
   impacts a significant amount of prime developable property which would be expensive right-of-way to acquire for structures, roadway and stormwater ponds;  
<It would appear preferable to impact existing residents, businesses, churches, etc., to preserves an largely undeveloped piece of property.  This is an affront to having our elected officials working to minimize Parkway impact.>
     creates major access issues for the directly impacted and indirectly impacted properties east of International Parkway; 
<Unless I am mistaken, there are very few homes in this area, and they have already been impacted by International Parkway, although this may be referring to access to the Parkway by prospective occupants of the undeveloped property.>
     would not be possible to connect to the currently proposed ramps from International Parkway to SR 417 due to unacceptable design and operational characteristics;  
<Parsing this sentence… the words “currently proposed” strike me.  What does this mean?  And, stripping away the “unacceptable design and operational characteristics” just what does this mean?>
     flyover structures at the third level would be required for the eastbound and westbound connections to SR 417;  
<Need more content.  Perhaps the existing structure can be upgraded, rather than patched. >
     undesirable geometrics for systems connection to the SR 417/I-4 interchange due to skewed intersect angle and therefore would not allow access to/from I-4 without substantial reconstruction of the interchange;  
<This one really gets me, because it is surrounded by statements leading to a conclusion.  The interchange has to change.  Are we creating a solution to fix a poor design in the first place?  Since the "Heathrow" straight run option is off the table, everything else is a patch, and requires a less than favorable approach to the new interchange. >
     Wekiva Parkway traffic to/from I-4 would have to use the SR 46/I-4 interchange and a portion of SR 46.   
<I think I get this one.  Parkway traffic would exit the Parkway before the International bend, get on SR 46, use the I-4 / SR-46 interchange to enter E / W I-4.  My question is why?  Can’t the interchange be engineered to allow I-4 access? >
     We continue to develop and refine other concepts for Wekiva Parkway in Seminole County which should provide alternatives that will not have as many disadvantages as the International Parkway ramps concept.  We recommend that concept be eliminated from consideration.
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